
The patu or wahaika, is a flat hand held weapon. 
Traditionally used by skilled warriors in hand-to-hand 
combat. The patu represents strength and power. It was a 
highly prizedweapon on the battlefield and represents 
warrior ability.

Here the carved figure represents two concepts:
1)Tānerore the creator of the haka or Tūmatauenga the 
god of war respectively representing mana, strength, 
warrior qualities and courage.
2) A warrior holding the ball - symbolising the modern 
day player.

The circle design behind the patu represents life, which 
also includes the ongoing path of life with no beginning 
and no end, growth, flow and movement. The base of the 
patu has a manaia carved into it. The manaia is known as 
a spiritual guardian, and carrier of supernatural powers. 
Depicted as a bird-like figure, acting as a provider and 
protector over Sky, Earth and Sea. It is likened to a bird 
sitting on your shoulder, looking after and guiding your 
spirit.

The patu is aloft signifying a striking or attacking 
motion.

I me haka te haka o Taneōre — "If you want to haka — haka likeTaneōre"

The battle begins
Te Pakanga nui


