
This design is based on a crest of arms. Every rugby team 
has a crest of arms that define who they are and what they 
stand for. In this design we are taking that concept and 
expanding it.

The left side is a kaitiaki (guardian) of rugby - representing 
the past. The right side is a kaitiaki (guardian) of rugby -
representing the future. The centre is a kaitiaki (guardian) 
of rugby - representing the present and in the shape of the 
rugby ball. The silver fern on the left and right pay homage 
to the great ones who have worn the silver fern for our 
country. The ferns sit either side of the rugby ball as a 
reminder of origin/legacy and guardianship — paying 
respect to all that has gone
before.

In this design, the koru (spirals) that emerge from the
guardians represent growth and life force.  Around the 
outside of the design is a Pātikitiki pattern - paying
respect to Papatuānuku (the earth mother) and wāhine
(women).

The axiom: "Tūturu Āwhiti Whakamaua kia Tina - 
Haumi e Hui e Tāiki e" Urges us to: "Draw together, 
unite and affirm the future."

Guardians
Kaitiaki

This design is based on Ngā Hau e Whā (The Four 
Winds) who in the Maori world are the children of 
Tawhirimātea (God of the winds). The winds are 
individually named, Te Hau Tonga (South), Te Hau 
Raki (North), Te Hau Rawhiti (East) and Te Hau ā Uru 
(West).

The winds are in the shape of rugby balls and flow 
around New Zealand (Aotearoa) bringing us all 
together from the four corners of the country and the 
world.

The design represents union — the coming together of 
people.
The design of New Zealand is fashioned as Te lka ā 
Māui (the great fish of Māui) but more commonly 
known today as the North Island. The South Island is 
Te Waka a Māui (the canoe of Māui); Stewart Island,
which lies at the very bottom of New Zealand, is 
known as Te Punga a Māui (the anchor of Māui).

The Four Winds
Ngā Hau e WhāThe Mangōpare (hammerhead shark) symbolises 

strength, power and ferocity. It is these characteristics 
and the determination to fight to the end which Maori 
admired. Maori believed that by eating the shark before 
battle all of its qualities and characteristics would pass 
to the warrior. Determination is underpinned by mental 
toughness and those who have risen to the top of their 
professions or sport possess this quality. The 
Mangōpare design symbolises physical prowess 
acknowledging the harder one trains the more powerful 
they become.

The merging of the two Mangōpare represents the 
union of mind/spirit and body. To achieve anything in 
life the two have to work together. The letters M.A.N.A 
on either side of the merging Mangōpare spell the word 
MANA which translates as authority, control, influence, 
power, prestige and honour. MANA is given by others 
to an individual and is not something one assigned to 
themselves. Someone who exhibits the qualities of the 
mangōpare and who conduct themselves well in life 
will make them a good candidate for others to attribute 
MANA to.

Hetohutoa
Mark of the Warrior

"Kia mate Mangōpare kei mate wheke"
"Be tenacious like the hammerhead lest and not surrender easily as the octopus"

The patu or wahaika, is a flat hand held weapon. 
Traditionally used by skilled warriors in hand-to-hand 
combat. The patu represents strength and power. It was a 
highly prizedweapon on the battlefield and represents 
warrior ability.

Here the carved figure represents two concepts:
1)Tānerore the creator of the haka or Tūmatauenga the 
god of war respectively representing mana, strength, 
warrior qualities and courage.
2) A warrior holding the ball - symbolising the modern 
day player.

The circle design behind the patu represents life, which 
also includes the ongoing path of life with no beginning 
and no end, growth, flow and movement. The base of the 
patu has a manaia carved into it. The manaia is known as 
a spiritual guardian, and carrier of supernatural powers. 
Depicted as a bird-like figure, acting as a provider and 
protector over Sky, Earth and Sea. It is likened to a bird 
sitting on your shoulder, looking after and guiding your 
spirit.

The patu is aloft signifying a striking or attacking 
motion.

I me haka te haka o Taneōre — "If you want to haka — haka likeTaneōre"

The battle begins
Te Pakanga nui

Hei Tiki is a carved figure normally depicted in the abstract 
from of a human. The Hei Tiki is a talisman and is regarded 
as a good luck charm from an ancient era. One version of 
Māori mythology has Tiki as the first man in the Maori 
world with a belief that he descended from the stars. Other 
stories tell us that the Hei Tiki represents the unborn 
embryo.

The Hei Tiki with his head tilted represents thinking, his 
hands for strength, his mouth is a reference to comm 
nication, his loins correspond to fertility while his web 
styled feet suggesting a strong link to the sea.

Wearing this icon suggests the wearer has strength of 
character, clarity of thought, inner knowledge and loyalty. 
The circular mangōpare kōwhaiwhai design represents the 
hammerhead shark, a species that is very hard to dispatch 
and has become the symbol of bravery, strength and power.

The closed circle represents the circle of life, which has no 
beginning or end; it encompasses everything and everyone 
including the heavens (planets and stars).The heavens are 
said to contain the knowledge of our beginning. The three 
stripes with intricate spike patterns (taratara) are 
representative of the past, present and future.

Hei Tiki
This design is based on the separation of Ranginui (sky 
father) and Papatuānuku (earth mother) who in the 
beginning lay locked in a close embrace. They had many 
children who were forced to live in the cramped darkness 
between them. Their children grew and discussed what it 
would be like to live in the light. One of the sons, Tane 
suggested to his brothers they should separate their parents. 
His brothers, Rongo, Tangaroa, Haumie-tiketike and 
Tūmatauenga, all tried in vain to separate them but only 
Tane was able to achieve what they desired by lying on his 
back and pushing upward with his legs eventually sending 
Ranginui to the heavens above and leaving Papatuanuku as 
the earth below.

The central part of the design is the goal posts. They take 
the form of poupou (ornately carved figures) found 
adorning many Māori wharenui (carved houses). Each 
upright has 4 figures (eight in total) etched into them. Each 
of the figures represents a team or person that has achieved 
great things in the history of New Zealand Rugby.

The crossbar depicts Tane pushing his parents Ranginui 
and Papatuānuku apart. Tane been credited with positive 
change over time including the creation of Te Ira Tangata (humankind).

Ranginui is depicted above the crossbar with Papatuānuku below gazing longingly at each other.

The poutama design (stairway) flanks each poupou and represents achievement, potential and an upward 
movement toward light. Beneath Papa are whenua (land), maunga (mountains), awa (rivers) and ngahere 
(forests). Growing from the whenua are ponga (ferns) representing the famous silver fern worn by our National 
teams and which has struck fear into opposition teams all over the world.

Whakapumautanga
The Close Embrace


